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system of plunder in gross and in detail as afflicted
the provinces under our immediate control, and
particularly Bengal and Oude, between 1757 an(i
1786. What the total amount of wealth may have
been which was transported from India to England
in one form or another during the latter half of the
last century will never be known ; but that it was
something unparalleled since the great discoveries of
the sixteenth century there is abundant evidence to
show.

And here, before touching upon the growth of
our domination and the administrative changes by
which it was accompanied, it is well to recall the
fact that the English conquered India with the
Indian troops and with the aid of native alliances.
Our Sepoy army, admirably drilled and led, did
wonders, and turned defeat into victory on many a
hard-fought field. The Europeans were, to use
Kinglake's expression, the head of the lance ; but
they would have been quite useless without the
handle afforded by the native troops. Of their
courage, devotion, and self-sacrifice all our generals
have spoken in the highest terms. At Plassey and
Assaye, at Wandiwash and Seringapatam, as in the
Punjab and during the astounding campaigns in
Nepaul, our native troops have shown themselves
well worthy to march side by side with the flower
of the English army ; and more than once, as at the
siege of Bhurtpor^, have advanced to victory when
the Englishmen themselves had fallen back. The
silly notion that we could have conquered or held
the country, but for the courage and loyalty of the
native troops and camp-followers, is a delusion of